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FLYNN PLEADS GUILTY 


He admits lying to FBI, is cooperating with Russia inquiry 


GOP HAS VOTES TO PASS ‘TAX-CUT PACKAGE 


Last-minute Senate 
deals sway Republican 
skeptics, except Bob 
Corker, who fears the 
deficit will balloon. 


By Lisa MASCARO 
AND JIM PUZZANGHERA 


WASHINGTON — Sen- 
ate Republicans, after a 
flurry of last-minute deals, 
appeared to have salvaged 
their tax plan Friday, 
putting Congress on track to 
deliver President Trump’s 
most significant first-year 
accomplishment. 

The ambitious package, 
opposed by Democrats as a 
giveaway to the wealthy that 
will pile on the national debt, 
challenges GOP orthodoxy 
against deficit spending. 
Even after accounting for fu- 
ture economic growth, the 
plan is estimated to add 
$1 trillion to the deficit over 
10 years, rebuking Republi- 
can promises that the tax 
cuts will pay for themselves. 

Still, only one Republi- 
can, Sen. Bob Corker of Ten- 
nessee, had publicly come 
out against the bill by Friday 
evening as the Senate pre- 
pared to vote. GOP leaders 
were confident they had the 
support for passage. 

If passed, the bill would 
next need to be reconciled 
with a House-passed ver- 
sion, a process that leaders 
hope to complete as early as 
next week. 

Corker, who is retiring at 
the end of his term, said he 
would vote no after he was 
unable to convince col- 
leagues to install a mecha- 
nism to claw back some tax 
breaks in the future if they 
worsened the deficit. 

“Tam disappointed,” Cor- 
ker said. “I wanted to get to 

[See Taxes, A9] 


Bitcoin 
boom a 
bubble 

waiting 
to burst 


MICHAEL HILTZIK 


One day in Lae 
2013,whenthe /# i, 
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matter of 

hours, I wrote ‘of 
that this 

showed that the virtual 
currency was a dumb in- 
vestment. 


Three months ago, when 
the price hit $5,000, I again 
called it adumb investment. 

So what about now, with 
bitcoin trading at about 
$10,000? 

Yes, it’s still a dumb 
investment. In fact, dumber 
than ever. 

To bitcoin’s faithful, this 
is aludicrous statement. 
They ask: How can an asset 
enjoying a parabolic rise be 
a dumb investment, espe- 
cially as it is increasingly 
accepted by major financial 
institutions? 

Just Thursday, the Big 
Four accounting firm PwC 
said it had accepted bitcoin 
as payment for services for 
the first time. On Friday, the 
Commodity Futures Trad- 
ing Commission accepted 
plans from the Chicago 
Mercantile Exchange and 
the Chicago Board Options 
Exchange Futures Ex- 

[See Hiltzik, A10] 
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KATIE FALKENBERG Los Angeles Times 


BEFORE SCHOOL, Angela Gudino gets a kiss from her mother, Judith Cristal Gudino, in 
Malinalco, Mexico. Angela’s stepfather, Jose Roberto Tetatzin, holds his other daughter, Lesli. 


THE OUTSIDERS 


When a father is deported to Mexico, he watches his 
American daughter struggling to fit in — like he did in 
the United States. ‘At least here we are free, he says. 


By Kate Linthicum 
REPORTING FROM MALINALCO, MEXICO 
Second of three parts 


s the cell door slammed behind him at an 
immigrant detention center in Detroit, Jo- 
se Roberto Tetatzin knew his life as an 
American was about to come to an abrupt 
end. 

He thought about all the things he had acquired 
over 10 years of hard work in Michigan: the apartment 
full of furniture, the cool clothes, the cars. 

Andhe thought about his daughters, 7-year-old An- 
gela and newborn Lesli, both U.S. citizens who until 
that morning had such bright futures ahead of them. 

Tetatzin knew he was going to be deported to his 
native Mexico. Now he and his partner, Judith Cristal 
Gudino, would have to decide what to do next. 

Should the girls stay in the U.S. with Gudino, or 
should the whole family relocate to Mexico? 

At night, he talked through the dilemma with other 
detained immigrant fathers in the same situation, 
men from Central America, Africa, even the Middle 
East. Sometimes, they cried together. 

When Tetatzin was finally deported in 2015 in con- 
nection with a drunk driving conviction two years ear- 
lier, he was part of a large wave of Mexicans returning 
home. 

More Mexicans have left the U.S. than have mi- 
grated to it in recent years, data show, a reversal of the 


largest flow of incoming migrants in modern U.S. his- 
tory and a significant new chapter in the immigration 
narrative that has long dominated U.S. politics and 
culture. 

Some have returned to reconnect with family or 
take advantage of new opportunities in Mexico, where 
a declining birth rate means less competition for jobs. 
Others have been forced out, either deported, like 
Tetatzin, or deciding to leave because, in Donald 
Trump’s America, they felt less welcome. 

In any case, the trend has sparked both hope and 
concern in Mexico. Many view the large numbers com- 
ing back as brimming with potential. Many returnees 
bring home English and other skills learned in the U.S. 
But others in Mexico are concerned; they fear un- 
wanted competition for jobs, or worry that deportees 
sent home for committing crimes could worsen the 
country’s already high levels of violence. 

On the day ofhis deportation, as his parents picked 
him up at the airport in Mexico City and drove him 
home to Malinalco, Tetatzin saw a town full of fancy 
new hotels and restaurants that had appeared during 
his 10-year absence. 

Global companies seeking cheap labor and easy ac- 
cess to U.S. markets had opened factories in parts of 
Mexico and poured in invest- [See Malinalco, A6] 
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Current Trump aides, 
including son-in-law 
Jared Kushner, could 
be the next targets of 
Mueller investigation. 


By CHRIS MEGERIAN, 
DAVID S. CLOUD 
AND DAVID WILLMAN 


WASHINGTON — The 
investigation into Russian 
meddling in last year’s elec- 
tion hit the White House for 
the first time Friday as Pres- 
ident Trump’s former na- 
tional security advisor, 
Michael Flynn, pleaded 
guilty to lying to the FBI 
about his contacts with the 
Russian ambassador and 
agreed to help investigators 
as they focus on other presi- 
dential aides. 

U.S. District Court Judge 
Rudolph Contreras said the 
retired three-star Army gen- 
eral had agreed to provide 
“substantial assistance for 
prosecution of another per- 
son,” giving special counsel 
Robert S. Mueller III a criti- 
cal leg up as he pursues the 
case. 

The documents don’t 
identify that person. But a 
former official said Jared 
Kushner, the president’s 
son-in-law and senior advis- 
or, was the “very senior 
member” of Trump’s transi- 
tion team who directed 
Flynn to contact Russia’s 
envoy last year, according to 
the filings. The former offi- 
cial identified K.T. McFar- 
land, who was Flynn’s depu- 
ty in the White House, as the 
“senior member” ofthe team 
also cited in prosecution pa- 
pers. 

According to court pa- 
pers, Flynn “willfully and 
knowingly” made “false, fic- 
titious and fraudulent” 
statements to FBI agents 
when they interviewed him 
at the White House on Jan. 
24, four days after Trump 
was inaugurated, as part of 
the investigation into 
whether any of the presi- 
dent’s aides had assisted 

[See Flynn, A11] 
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A roller-coaster 
life and career 


Michael Flynn’s hard- 
charging ways have won 
him praise, but have also 
brought him trouble over 
the years. BACK STORY, A2 


ANALYSIS 


Why Steinle jury, critics 
saw the case differently 


By JOE MOZINGO 
AND BRITTNY MEJIA 


On a breezy summer day 
two years ago, Kathryn 
Steinle was strolling with 
her father along Pier 14 by 


Pope meets Rohingya Muslims 


Pope Francis consoles an orphan girl during a 
service in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Friday. During 
the emotional encounter with refugees, Francis 
pronounced the word he avoided only days earlier 
in Myanmar: “Rohingya.” WORLD, A4 
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the Ferry Building in San 
Francisco when she was hit 
by a.40-caliber bullet. 

The single shot, fired bya 
homeless man, had hit the 
concrete pier first, ricochet- 
ing 78 feet before striking her 
in the back. 

Such facts would be 
parsed in court. But a larger 
national narrative of the 
killing split off on a political 
thread the moment police 


PAUL CHINN San Francisco Chronicle 
KATHRYN STEINLE’S 
death in San Francisco 
set off a national debate 
over immigration policy. 


identified the shooter as 
Jose Ines Garcia Zarate, an 
immigrant in the country il- 
legally and a drug offender, 
whom the city of San Fran- 
cisco had declined to turn 
over to federal officials to be 
deported. 

Galvanized by then-pres- 
idential candidate Donald 
Trump, anti-immigration 
activists blamed the killing 
on lax border enforcement 
and so-called sanctuary cit- 
ies that refused to cooperate 
with federal authorities — 
epitomized by the liberal 
city on the bay. 

At the time of the shoot- 
ing, Trump called Garcia 

[See Steinle, A14] 


